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“Evangelistic Relationships – Marriage”      Text – Ephesians 5:31-33       OT Reading – Hosea 2:2-23


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
We have come to the end of Paul’s instructions about marriage.  
	We have explored Paul’s instruction to wives calling them to submit to their husbands as the church submits to Christ, and his instruction to husbands to love their wives as Christ loved the church.  
	We have seen that marriage, for Christians, is to be far more than just a pleasant or practical relationship.  It is to be an evangelistic relationship that broadcasts the relationship between Jesus Christ and the church as a living parable.  


And so, a fair question is what else can be said?
And I have to acknowledge that of all the verses in this section, none seemed as daunting as vv31-32.  I had done my preliminary work on this whole section but wasn’t quite sure how I would approach vv31-32 when we got there.  
And this is largely because vv31-32 are not simple verses to understand in terms of their content and purpose.  Up till now, it hasn’t been too difficult to follow Paul’s flow of thought.  
But what are we to make of Paul’s words in vv31-32?  Why does he all of a sudden quote these words from Genesis 2 about the institution of marriage?  
And just what is this mystery talk, and to what does it refer; marriage or Christ and the church?

Well, having had the chance over this last week to probe a little deeper into these verses, I have come to appreciate that these remarkable verses offer some necessary, additional, and quite extraordinary teaching in relation to marriage that has very wide application, beyond just husbands and wives, as Paul concludes this section.  

So, let’s look at vv31-33 then and see that here 
Paul unveils the marriage mystery before summarizing his marriage manual.  
And we want to look at the marriage mystery of vv31-32, before briefly ending with the summary of the marriage manual of v33.

Firstly then, the marriage mystery.  

	Well, congregation, in order for us to understand the message of these verses we need to start by considering their impact on the Gentile Ephesian Christians as the original readers.  
	Now, to us, many of whom have been born and raised in Christian homes, Paul’s words to husbands and wives are perhaps a timely reminder of things that we know we ought to be seeking as husbands and wives, either now or in the future if we marry.  
	And even if we are more recent newcomers to the Christian faith, most of us will have seen this type of relationship, broadly speaking, in operation in the homes we grew up in; wives submitting and husbands loving.  
	And even if a more dysfunctional relationship existed or exists in our home or the home of our parents, because of the Judeo-Christian ethic that still dimly influences our culture, we know it to be dysfunctional; not how it ought to be.  


	But this was not so for these Ephesians.  
	Almost universally, in the culture of that day, marriage was a purely functional relationship.  
	You see, a man did not need a wife for the enjoyment of sexual intimacy.  That’s what temple prostitutes were for.  

A man did not need a wife for deep conversation about joys and sorrows and current events, and to walk in the park with.  That’s what concubines and mistresses were for.  
A man needed a wife just to bear legitimate children and to keep the household tidy and running smoothly.  

	So this helps us to see that Paul’s marriage instructions here are turn-the-world-upside-down astonishing, particularly to husbands.  
	Wives, at least, were used to a certain type of submission.  What they needed to learn was to make it a Christ-like submission.  But for husbands, however, the very notion of loving their wives, let alone sacrificially, was nothing less than revolutionary!  


	And with v31, what Paul proceeds to do is to set before them something that they have possibly never heard before, as Gentiles; God’s design for marriage from Genesis 2:24.  
	For that is what Ephesians 5:31 is, a direct quote of the Greek version of Genesis 2:24.  

And so, in effect, Paul calls these husbands to ditch whatever pagan understandings of marriage they had in the past and to love their wives because of God’s design for marriage.  
	And so, he reveals to these husbands that biblical marriage means husbands must leave their parents, must be united to their wives, and be one flesh with them, things these husbands probably had not really done yet and did not really understand.  


	Now, we will have a brief look at each of these parts of v31, in a moment.  
	But congregation, we need to see here the importance of considering what God’s word said to the original readers.
	What was their situation?  What was their problem?  Questions like this all greatly aid how we understand God’s Word to be addressing us today.
	And this will us to have and use commentaries or Bible background books that can aid us in doing this work at home.


	So, back to v31 then.  Now, normally, when Paul begins a verse with “for this reason,” we look back to what he has just been saying as the reason for what he is about to say.  
	But if we try and do that with v31, it just doesn’t work.  The logic doesn’t seem to flow.  
	And this is because Paul’s “for this reason” here is a quote of the opening part of Genesis 2:24, not part of a logical argument.  

We are not supposed to look back to vv25-30 as the “reason” for what he goes on to say in v31.  
No, Paul is providing his readers with the institution, or meaning, or purpose of marriage as a corrective for their wrong understanding of marriage or, for those who know God’s design for marriage, as a reminder about why husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved the church.

	So let’s look at v31 and be reminded about God’s design for marriage.  
	In chapter 6:1, you read these words, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.”  And this is based on the fifth commandment; a very important demand on children to obey their parents; a foundational biblical command, and perhaps a universal part of every culture.  Well, what is the first part of marriage according to God’s design?  “For this reason [marriage] a man will leave his father and mother.”  
	Now, for the Ephesians, as we have noted, this was revolutionary.  
	You see, then, marriage did not change a man’s relationship with his parents.  
	Initially, he probably continued to live in the same house, carried on in his father’s business, and ate his mother’s cooking.  
	And even if he and his wife and family moved out, Mum and Dad were still very much the centre of life.  
	But God’s design for marriage is that “a man will leave his father and mother,” and, by inference, a woman will leave her parents also.  
	Now, this does not mean you must ignore them, or move to another city, or that you no longer value their wisdom.  
	What it means is that in marriage, a new unity must be formed.  
	A man’s chief loyalty is no longer toward his parents, but toward his wife.  
	Up ‘til now, all his life has been under his parents, but now he is the head of a new family.  

Up ‘til now, his thinking has been instinctively in terms of being guided by, obeying, and serving his parents, but now he has to assert, to safeguard, and to defend his new standing as head of the home, even against the interference of his parents.  
	And they too must readjust the way they relate to him.  
	They need to recognize that now his first loyalty is to his wife, not them.  
	And the same is so for the woman in a marriage, not as head, but as a wife in terms of her husband and her parents.  
	And this is a difficult task for newly weds; one that, rightly done, can set the marriage on a strong foundation at the beginning, or wrongly done, can create a scenario for years of unhappiness.  
	And so, for those of you who will one day be married, you must actively leave behind the way you used to relate to your parents as their child.  
	And for those of us who will have children marry, we must let them go.  
	This is God’s design for marriage.


	But not only must he leave his parents, he must “be united to his wife.”  He must leave and cleave as the old English has it.  
	And the Greek word for “be united to” literally means ‘to be glued together.’  

Now again, as you can imagine, this was revolutionary for these Ephesians.  
	They are hearing, maybe for the first time, that they are to live in an intimate and close relationship with their wives as though they are glued together!  
	And indeed, God’s design for marriage is that a husband glue himself to his wife and a wife glue herself to her husband!  
	The strong foundational ties that exist in a family between parent and child are to be broken in favour of a new unity; husband and wife.  
	The primary environment of nurture, companionship, fellowship, intimacy, friendship, and mutual encouragement that was parent and child must now be all that and more between husband and wife.  
	So, husbands and wives, whether you see your parents once a year or twice a week, how does your relationship with them compare with your relationship with your spouse?  To whom are you ‘glued to’?  

In marriage, a husband is to be united to his wife, and a wife to her husband.  
	This is God’s design for marriage. 
	But thirdly, “the two will become one flesh.”  And clearly, sexual intimacy is in view with this aspect of God’s design for marriage.  
	So, consider again the Ephesians.  
	Paul’s epistle to the Corinthians helps us see how warped their take on all this really was.  
	In 1 Cor 7 he said, A husband must “fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband.”  
	Most likely, he was sexually satisfying himself all around the town at the neglect of his wife.  
	And she, because he was never around or interested, was probably also sexually satisfying herself as needed with whomever was on hand.  
	And she also, rather understandably, was not keen at all when he did turn up with sexual expectations of her.  
	Can you see how dysfunctional their whole idea of marriage was?  


	And so, to these Greeks, and to us, Paul is saying that by God’s design sexual relations are to be limited to a husband and wife.  
	It is only those two who are to be one flesh, not three of you or six of you or twenty of you.  

Thus, even here, all sex outside marriage and all sex before marriage is declared to be contrary to God’s design.
And brothers and sisters, and young people, you need to know because of the majesty of God’s design, sin of this type is so serious that engaging in it is guaranteed to bring serious and sometimes lifelong consequences.
	Now, these are consequences that God’s healing grace can overcome, but they are still real.  

So don’t kid yourself into believing the world’s lie that it doesn’t mean anything, or that it is harmless fun.  

	But on the positive side, with these words, God also reveals that sex has far more in view than the purposes of procreation.  A husband and wife are to be one flesh with all the beauty and delight that that entails.  
	This is God’s command, and this also is part of His design for marriage.   


	And so, I trust you can see why v31 was the biblical equivalent of a nuclear bomb for these Ephesians, just as it really ought to be for us.
	For we too so often fail with the basics of God’s design for marriage either by doing what we ought not to be doing or by failing to do what we ought to be doing.


	Well, having laid God’s design for marriage before God’s people as the necessary basis for his marriage instructions, Paul continues in v32 by saying, “This is a profound mystery-- but I am talking about Christ and the church.”
	Now, we have come across this word “mystery” 5 times already in Ephesians.  
	And when we looked at it in 3:3, I said there that we should not understand the word mystery in the sense of a problem that cannot be solved but as a “secret purpose of God, which when uncovered is understood by the spirit-taught believer.”  
	So when Paul uses the word ‘mystery’ he is referring to things that made little sense to OT believers, but which make wonderful sense to NT believers.  
	So, listen carefully, people of God, because what I am about to explain is not easy to grasp but wonderfully worth the effort.
	With these words of v32, we need to understand Paul to be stating, in amazement himself, that when God revealed his design for marriage in Genesis 2:24, not only was He explaining how marriage was to function, He was also prophetically revealing the relationship between Christ and the church.  

And remember this was before the Fall!  
	When God said to Adam, “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh,” He was also revealing how His salvation purposes would be fulfilled in relation to Jesus Christ and the church!  


	Now, OT believers had no hope of seeing this and understanding it.  
	Yes, it began to be slowly unfolded, as we have seen, in places like Ezekiel 16 and Isaiah 62 and Hosea as we read today.  
	Israel as God’s bride was murkily pictured in sort of hazy prophecy; not hazy to us, because we have the benefit of the NT, but hazy to them.  


	But because we do have the Book of Ephesians and John’s Revelation, we know, as we saw last week, that the universe exists to provide Jesus Christ with a bride, the church.  
	And so, when God revealed His design for marriage to Adam, He was actually also revealing something of how Christ would redeem the church.  


	And we may be certain that Paul is drawing this link between Genesis 2:24 and Christ and the church, in part, because of the tenses of the verbs in v31, which quote Genesis 2:24.  They are what we call proverbial futures: A man will leave and will cleave and will be united…  
	You see, when Genesis 2 was given, as it functioned also as a prophecy about Christ and the church, it was all still future.  

But now, given where we are in salvation history, the actions described in Genesis 2:24 point to actions in the past, present, and the future, as they relate to Christ and the church, His bride.  
	“A man “will leave his father and mother” – Jesus Christ left His father to go to His bride; that’s past and refers to Jesus’ coming down to earth.  
	A man “will be united to His wife” – Jesus Christ, by virtue of His atoning death, has and continues to join Himself to every new member of the church, His bride; that’s present.  
	And they “will be one flesh” – Jesus Christ will one day be fully united with His bride at the heavenly consummation; that’s future.  


	And all of this God had in view when He said to Adam, “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.”  
	And Paul, because the Holy Spirit has made this know to him can only thankfully and worshipfully say, “This is a profound mystery”!
	And shouldn’t we join him?!


	Well, having stated this deep and profound truth in the space of just these two short verses, Paul knows that he is really repeating the doctrine that he has already been spelling out in chapters 1-3 about the union of Christ and the church; of Christ and the believer.  
	But he has done so in order to show how it affects something as basic as the relationship between husband and wife.
	And he knows that Spirit-filled believers will get it and those who are not Spirit-filled will not.  
	And so, having stated it so very briefly, he is glad to leave it to the Holy Spirit to apply in the life of believers and to move on and finish off his marriage manual, which he does in v33.  
	“However,” which seems to be a kind of shorthand for Paul saying while I could go on talking about this incredible truth for pages and pages, I better wrap things up, “each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.”  
	And this is no more than a restatement or summary of exactly what he has already said in 5:22-30; Wives submit to your husbands and husbands love your wives.  
	Know that this is God’s design for an evangelistic relationship, and find your joy in obeying Him in your roles.


	So, one final important point of application, then, as we draw to a close.  Brothers and sisters, young people, and boys and girls, I hope you have seen that marriage is intended by God to be an intimate relationship and an evangelistic relationship that reveals the bond between Christ and the church.  
	And this is no easy task.  
	Indeed, for it to be anything like what God has designed it to be it requires two Spirit-filled people.  


	Now, we live in a fallen world.  
	Some of us may have an unbelieving spouse.  
	Some godly wives live with lazy and unloving husbands, and some godly husbands live with unsubmissive wives.  

And most couples will live with failings in respect to their roles despite even their best efforts.  
	Praise God for forgiving mercy!


	And yet, given how hard it is to maintain an evangelistic marriage, parents and grandparents, in terms of what you teach your children, and young people as you look forward to marriage, remember 2 Corinthians 6:14.  For there it says, “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common?”


	Yes, by God’s grace, if you live in a marriage where your spouse is an unbeliever or is clearly failing to be the husband or wife God calls them to be, you can be an evangelistic husband or wife by submitting to him as to the Lord, or by loving her as Christ loved the church.  
	And you must rejoice in that and be content in that.


	But if you are not yet married, God’s Word urgently calls you to limit your field of vision to those to whom you may be equally yoked.  
	Women, seek a man that you can gladly submit to and know that he will help you to be more like Christ.  
	And this means that if you have grown up surrounded with the teaching of God’s Word and godly role-models in the home and church, you are going to need a husband who is also steeped in the Word, who is committed to sexual purity, to providing for his future family, and learning to be a leader.  
	Men, seek a woman that you can lead, lovingly, and who will help you be a more Christ-like man.  
	Don’t seek a woman who clearly puts most of her effort into her outward appearance, but seek a 1 Peter 3 woman who is committed to purity and a reverent life, who has the “unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit”, and who seeks to serve the Lord. 
	Seek a Proverbs 31 woman is who is industrious and capable and creative.


May God lead you then to that person who will most help you to be more like Christ.
And in the meantime, may He help you to be content as you use the years before marriage to proclaim Christ that are such a wonderful opportunity to serve Him.
And if you are not married and do not marry, may He help you to use your situation to proclaim Him in ways that married people cannot do because of their mutual responsibilities to each other.

And to those who are married, may God help us to be Christ proclaimers in the way we live with our spouse, to the glory of His name.  Amen.

